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Anyone who thinks of documentaries as cut and dried has another think coming. For the judges of the Third Coast International Audio Festival, who chose this year's seven winners from 230 entries, just defining the format has been a huge challenge. 

"In some ways, we find it easier to say what [documentary radio] isn't," says Johanna Zorn, executive director of the festival, which will broadcast a program of the winning entries locally on Sunday. Produced by Chicago Public Radio and distributed by Public Radio International, the two-hour special will air locally on WGBH-FM (89.7) at 10 a.m. and on WBUR-FM (90.9) at noon. 

"A documentary isn't an interview program. It isn't a disc jockey program," she explains. "It's a program where the representation of the story is presented through sound." 

Within those broad guidelines, however, documentaries can range widely. Winner Eurydice Aroney, for example, mixed satire and drama in "The Dribble Down Effect" to depict a future in which parents and children live apart during the workweek. In their "Sonic Memorial Project," the Kitchen Sisters (the producing team of Davia Nelson and Nikki Silva) and Ben Shapiro pieced together audio artifacts, found sound, recording-machine messages, and oral histories to commemorate the World Trade Center attack. 

"We feel that radio has an exceptional ability to document the world that we live in," says Zorn, explaining the mix of elements - such as sound and research - that helped an international set of judges winnow down entries from eight countries. "It can include fiction. It can be a soundscape," she says. "We interpret documentary very broadly. Part of our mission was to break down those divisions." 

Sunday's broadcast, which will be hosted by "Dateline NBC" host and Peabody Award winner John Hockenberry, is the festival's third. But the program, which also includes interviews with the individual producers, is only the most visible of the festival's elements. The annual event also includes a conference and a website (www.thirdcoastfestival.org, where the winning entries may be heard) - all part of a broader effort to bring new voices into nonfiction radio. 

"We promote our call for entries across a wide group of people," explains Zorn. The festival staff, which includes broadcasting professionals and others in creative fields, reaches out not only to those already working in radio but to "people who work in sound art and people in [other branches of] investigative reporting. 

"Part of the point of this award is to encourage young people and people from different fields," she says. But listeners should not worry that this program is concerned with training new voices, Zorn says. 

"We actually put these programs on the air and stand behind them," she explains. "And that really affects the judging process a lot. This is not just well-meaning work. We want to hear the program and say, `This is wonderful, spellbinding, listen-in-your-car-sitting-in-the-driveway kind of work.' " 

Spinning the dial 
Today at noon, WUMB-FM (91.9) will continue the holiday tradition of broadcasting Arlo Guthrie's "Alice's Restaurant" in its entirety. The song will be followed by an interview with the singer-songwriter, recorded when Guthrie played Club Passim earlier this year. . . . Jingle-bell rock around the clock: As of Monday, "Oldies" WODS-FM (103.3) has switched to an all-holiday-music format. The station will return to its regular format on Dec. 26.

Caption:
You can relive Arlo Guthrie's classic "Alice's Restaurant" at noon on WUMB-FM (91.9). / GLOBE FILE PHOTO
PHOTO 

Memo:
RADIO TRACKS 

Copyright (c) 2003 Globe Newspaper Company
Record Number: 0311270041

