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What songs shaped the sound of music by singer-songwriters Catie Curtis and Bill Morrissey? Which tunes do contemporary folk stars Ellis Paul and Mark Erelli wish they had written? Who is Kris Delmhorst listening to these days? 

These are questions interested fans have for the artists and performers they admire. Garnering the answers - in spoken and musical form - is the aim of a new Friday morning program, the "Guest Mix" on WUMB-FM (91.9). 

"The idea was to have musicians come in so we could get a look at what they're made of musically," explains Dick Pleasants, who hosts the weekly 9 a.m. show as part of his weekday 6-10 shift. "We get so used to hearing them play, so we wanted to hear what influenced them." 

The program, conceived by Brian Quinn, program director of the public station based at the University of Massachusetts at Boston, 

is simple. Each week, a musician who is regularly heard on the folk-focused station comes in to chat and chooses the recordings played. (Tomorrow Kenny White is the scheduled guest mixer, with Greg Greenway scheduled for March 14.) The guest's playlist, which is delivered in advance so WUMB staff can locate the recordings, is divided into three parts. First are the songs that influenced the artists, followed by the songs they wish they'd written, and finally the music they are listening to now. (The playlists are posted on the station's website at www.wumb.org.) 

"Everyone finds it difficult," says Pleasants, who began hosting the weekly segment in November. "They start with a huge list and we have to narrow it down." The result is usually only about nine songs, three in each category, to allow time for the host to chat with the musician. 

What makes it interesting, he says, are the surprises and the variety that surface. "People break loose," says Pleasants of the program, which repeats Sundays at 3 p.m. and Tuesdays at 5 a.m. Drummer Dave Mattacks brought in several jazz cuts, Pleasants recalls, when he came to the station on Jan. 31; Cliff Eberhardt played Gershwin tunes last week and on the show's Nov. 22 debut, Ellis Paul revealed that he was listening to Aimee Mann. 

"The Beatles is on almost everyone's list" as an influence, says the host, "although everyone has a different song. We get a lot of lists that are very respectful of Tom Waits and Leonard Cohen." 

Occasionally, Pleasants acknowledges, a musician steps over the boundaries. "I'm not sure if the Push Stars were really serious about it, but the first list they gave us had three heavy-metal groups on it," he says. The hard rock didn't make the cut. Says Pleasants: "My brain doesn't register that." 
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