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It's not too soon to think about summer, especially if you love to play Celtic music. One reason the old music is so popular these days is that a new generation of vibrant artists is emerging, such as 24-year-old fiddle whiz Hanneke Cassel, a thoroughly modern musician steeped in Celtic music's ancient traditions. 

Like many, she first got that immersion at summer music camps. She is helping to launch the new Boston Harbor Scottish Fiddle School, set for Aug. 9-16 on Thompson Island. She will teach Scottish fiddle, while John Campbell teaches the Cape Breton style, and Angus Grant the Highland fiddle. 

Cassel, a Berklee graduate who performs with Irish singing star Cathie Ryan and her own trio Halali, first attended Scottish fiddler Alasdair Fraser's Valley of the Moon Camp on the Isle of Skye when she was 14. The scholarship was a prize for winning the American Scottish National Junior Championship. 

Asked about the advantages of music camp over classes or private lessons, she said, "There's an atmosphere created at the camps, because you're together with these people all week long, hanging out all day, and partying and dancing all night long. You're totally focused, and everyone around you is excited about learning." 

Cassel taught a class last year at the internationally renowned Gaelic Roots Summer School and Festival, held each June at Boston College. According to director and Irish fiddler Seamus Connolly, classes are already filled for this year, but tickets remain for evening concerts and boat cruises with the guest teachers, including Joanie Madden, Gerry O'Connor, Tony McManus, Cathie Ryan, contra dance legends Bob McQuillen and Rodney Miller, and many more. 

Cassel highly recommends going there for the evening fun, as she does nearly every year. 

"You have the opportunity to be around some of the best musicians in Celtic music. Seamus himself is one of the finest players in the world, so he has the clout to get these really great people to come." 

She said students learn much more than technique at these camps. "I grew up in a tiny town, and there was no one to play with, so I would just jam with my CDs all the time," she recalled. "When I went to the camps, I had the opportunity to play with these really great players. But they're also a great opportunity to meet new people. The friends I made at these camps, we have a bond that will never be broken. . . . In America, a lot of people play music that isn't their actual culture, and these camps create a culture for them." 

Folk immersion in N.H. For the same immersion in American folk styles, from blues and bluegrass to contemporary songwriting, the Summer Acoustic Music Week camps are held at Lake Winnipesaukee, New Hampshire, July 13-19, and Aug. 17-23. Sponsored by folk radio station WUMB-FM, it offers a week of instruction, dances and concerts. First week guests include Kate Campbell, Pete and Maura Kennedy, and Lorraine and Bennett Hammond. The August camp features Sparky and Rhonda Rucker, Kim and Reggie Harris, Anne Hills, Brooks Williams, Robert Jones and others. For details, 617-287-6901. 

E-mail Folk Scene tips to Scott Alarik at ScAlarik@aol.com 
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Step dancing at the Gaelic Roots Summer School and Festival, held in June at Boston College.
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