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MAYNARD — WAVM, and its UMASS Boston broadcast partner WUMB, have reached an agreement with a competitor for the 91.7 FM broadcasting frequency that may end a six-month license nightmare and result in a much stronger broadcast signal. 

	


    “What this agreement will do is allow WAVM to go from 10 watts to 500 watts of power,” said Pat Monteith, general manager of WUMB. 

	


    The agreement was reached with Living Proof, Inc., a Christian broadcaster, which had been granted rights to the frequency by the Federal Communications Commission last fall. To fight the loss of its broadcast license, WAVM forged an agreement with WUMB, relying on WUMB attorneys and expertise in exchange for a partnership broadcast schedule. Now the three parties have agreed that Living Proof will reduce the power of its to-be-constructed Lunenburg broadcast station so as to avoid interfering with WAVM and WUMB’s signal. 

	


    The official announcement came Thursday afternoon at Maynard Memorial High School where Superintendent Mark Masterson, representing WAVM, and Monteith held a press conference. The conference was held in the WAVM studios, drawing a crowd of close to 50 people, including new Town Administrator John Curran, School Committee Chairman Ann Pratt, state Rep. Pat Walrath and Principal John Lent. 

	


    The agreement must still be approved by the FCC, but WUMB engineer Grady Moates thinks it is a formality — even though another competitor for the frequency, religious broadcaster CSN International, is not represented. Moates said that with three of the four parties in agreement the FCC would have to approve the deal to avoid having “egg on their face.” Still, the FCC may not make an official decision for several months. 

	


    “They have to appear to deliberate,” said Moates. 

	


    WAVM’s troubles began five years ago when the station applied for an upgrade from the Federal Communications Commission to boost its signal from 10 to 200 watts. Because the change request represented a major change, the broadcast license was made available to public bidding. For WAVM to reacquire the license, without the agreement, school officials would have had to prove the student-run station was and is the best use of the public airwaves.

“It appears the FCC just sat them down and said settle this,” said Masterson. 

	


