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School radio station gets boost Agency

WAVM-FM will keep spot and gain watts

By Melissa Beecher, Globe Correspondent 

Maynard High School's radio station has been overdue for some good news. Last week, WAVM-FM got a double dose of it.

A settlement reached last week not only allows the station to keep its frequency, but also to pump up its power from 10 watts to 500.

In October, the FCC tentatively awarded WAVM's 91.7 FM frequency to Christian broadcaster Living Proof Inc.

The change was set in motion by Maynard's original request to increase its power signal from 10 to 250 watts.

Students sat with mouths agape Thursday as school officials told them about the settlement. Shock soon dissolved into celebration with handshakes and hugs.

''I have to keep telling myself that it's for real," said WAVM station manager Maggie Rolla, a senior. ''Some kids couldn't get the station at their houses in Maynard. Now we'll be heard into Concord and Stow."

Under the terms of the agreement, WUMB-FM, the UMass-Boston station that shares the signal with WAVM, will be heard in Maynard when the students are not on the air.

Living Proof will broadcast on the same frequency out of Lunenburg, but it has agreed to lower its signal strength so as not to interfere with WAVM and WUMB.

The FCC still has to formally approve the settlement, but with all three parties in agreement and the backing of the Massachusetts congressional delegation, school officials said they are not worried.

Hundreds of letters from Maynard students, teachers, and alumni flooded the FCC's offices last fall in support of the school station.

''This is a day for celebration," school Superintendent Mark Masterson told students, parents, and school officials gathered in a classroom next to the WAVM studio. ''All the doubts and concerns are gone . . . Through this, we are maintaining a stronger program that ever."

Pat Monteith , general manager of WUMB, said she was amazed that a settlement was reached so quickly. Monteith said the FCC appeals process has been known to drag on for as long as a decade.

''Until it was signed, sealed and delivered [Wednesday] night I didn't want to talk about it," said Monteith. ''For Living Proof to cut back on their power signal, it's a big deal. They didn't have to do that, and I commend them for doing the right thing."

Living Proof officials could not be reached immediately for comment Thursday afternoon.

UMass lawyers fought on behalf of WUMB and WAVM to reach the settlement. UMass will pay $50,000 for a new directional antenna. Maynard school officials say the university's legal and financial help was crucial.

''We owe a great deal of thanks to UMass," said School Committee chairwoman Ann Pratt. ''But today, this is the kids' moment."

In January, WAVM's long-serving adviser, Joseph Magno, was arrested on sexual assault charges. The absence of Magno left the station with only adult volunteers to oversee operations.

Anita Hill, cochairman of the Friends of WAVM parent group, said she was proud of her community, and especially the students for getting through the difficult year.
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